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Affected by her isolationism al the onset of WWII, United States lagged behind her European counterpars in
both size and technology. It was not until the dawn of WWII that the United States realized involvement in the
conflict was inevitable and began to build up its military. As part of that build up in 1939, the United States Army
issuad a specification for a medium sized military transport truck. Il was required 1o be an all weather, all terrain,
six wheeled pickup with a 2.5 ton weight capacity. It was also required o be able to transport a fully equipped
platoon of infantry, low light artillery pieces, and be of a design that could be easily mass produced. Since the
United States had a robust and established automotive industry, it was able lo deliver over eight hundred thousand
military transport units of varous models in relatively short time from design to mass production. These mid-sized
wehicles formed the backbone of military ransport logistics for the United States and its allies during WWII

During WWII, the United States had both 4- and B-lon class lactical transporls for lowing the 155mm howitzer
and 90mm cannons. In order to simplily logistics the US Asmy wanled lo replace both with a new 5-lon six-wheeled
platiorm prior to the end of the war. To thal end it issued a specification for @ new 5-lon laciical transport capable
of carrying 25 personnel including the driver. A conservative design by International Harvester designated M39 won
the bid. The M38 was a six-wheeled platform thal shared it' s gasoline engine and other componenis with the
M35 2.5 ton transport. Laler on in development it was re-designated the M54 with the addition of two more wheels
per rear axle.With the M54 chassis established as the basic platform other related variants were developed. In
1962 came the M54A1, in which a diesel engine replaced the gasoline-powered engine solving its power deficencies.
In 1963, further development of a multi-fuel powered version culminated in the M54A2, which went into production
and entered service in Viel Mam. During its tenure in the conflict, the M54 became the backbone of logistics for
bath the US Amy and US Marine Corps. Until de-mobilized M113 armored troop carriers were utilized, machine
guns and armor plating were added to the M54A2 for convoy defense

Due to it s increased efficiency the M39 gradually replaced with the M35 series transport. The M39 was in
production from 1952 to 1965 by several different manufacturers. Thus, there are many differences with regards
o external features based on both the time period and specific manufacturer. Furthermore, in 1970, the MB09
(also 5-ton class with all terrain capability) was developed using the M54A2 as a base. It adopled diesel as its
source of power complemented with a strengthened braking system. The MB09 did not, however, replace its
predecessors. The two types served concurrently in the military until thair replacement by the M939 series in 1982,
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M54 5t Cargo Truck series

M41 6x6 Cargo Truck
[ M54" s protolype) .

Change the enggine
aned on the right side add
a huge ol bus ype air cleaner.

After the Al typ
having a chimmey
style exhaust pipe.

M51
5t Dump Truck

M55 Cargo Truck

Laowrg wheel base,

it Is a fexible
and practical tnick
wsed 1o repair
various lypes of
vehicles and
construction.

M52 Tractor Truck
Used to low all Kinds
ol semi-railers,

The rear wheel part
have double tires and

increase the carry load,

M54A2 Cargo Truck

M54A2 Gun Truck

Having a Multi-fuel engine.

Cemtered on M2 . 50cal machine gun and
equipped MGO 7.62mm

made to protact conroy during

the Vietnam War.

machine gun, el

Gun Truck with

MI13

The

bucket load
a M3 Arc
bondy s CGun
Truch.
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