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4Sd Kfz.263(8 Rad)

Initial/ Early version

**Speical thanks from the bottom of our heart to Mr. Holger Erdmann,
: . Mr. Thomas Hartwig for their infor assistance.

While Hitler was appointed chancellor in 1933, he got public support to withdraw Germany from League of
Nations and World Disarmament Conference. New wheeled armoured car designs were expedited. To meet different
tactical requirements, new wheeled armoured car designs covered 4-wheel and 8-wheel versions. All of them
adopted independent suspension and all wheel drive, all wheel steering chassis as well as larger size fires to
optimize off road capabilities and maneuverability. The armour was designed to provide protection from small arms
fire and HE fragments, also future improvement possibilities.

Biissing-NAG, who was mainly a truck manufacturer, accepted the new 8-wheel specification in 1934, started this
“Army new heavy off-road truck™ project and completed 2 prototype heavy cars in 1935. Both cars adopted identical
specification, the only difference is one of them have spare space for radio sets. The test was carried on till
September 1935. Mass production commenced by end of 1934, designated as Sd.Kfz.233/234. They have dual
steering at the front and rear, also the first German armoured cars that come with basket turrets. By 1939, the
German Army decided to replace 6-wheel versions Sd.Kfz.231/232(6-Rad) with 8-wheel version Sd.Kfz.231/232(8-Rad).
The designation was carried over; differentiation is made by the addition of 6-Rad or 8-Rad. The Sd.Kfz. 232
early type added a Fu.11 SE100 set, yet the most distinguishable feature in appearance was a square antenna
on top of the vehicle. Although slightly greater in weight, yet Sd.Kfz.232 enjoyed much the same maneuverability
as Sd.Kfz.231.

The Sd.Kfz.263 (8-Rad) was slightly behind Sd.Kfz.231/232 in terms development. |dentical chassis
and body structure were adopted, yet the turret was omitted. A larger welded combat compartment was
installed, to accommodate maps and folding desks as well as a radio operator, in addition to radio
equipment. Externally it can be distinguished from square antenna on top and retractable antenna aft
combat compartment. A mechanic gun was retained for self-defense, but only carried 750 rounds instead
of 1000 rounds. The Sd.Kfz.263 started to produce since 1937. A total of 207 were produced by 1943.
Most of them were issued to the reconnaissance battalion or the signal battalion in armored division.
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: Method For Applying Decals: 7K Bh 4 55 FH ER B :
; Agglutinate % No Agalutinate :
V| HBES FHHS 1.Clean Model Surface With Wet Cloth. 1. ERREEST
; 2.Cut Out Of Decal Sheet And Dip Them 2 GRS RBI TR AR K Ea N
X2 Make 2 Sets ﬁ Cut Off In Warm Water For 15 Seconds. 15%)
=i L 3.Place it on proper position on model. 34BN B E
, _ # 4.Slide off base paper leaving decals On =
, aonel | e Model With Wet Finger Tip. 4REABELERTERAH
—] 5.Move Decals To Exact Position, Push E#
S Jreroe | § | instsnt e Out Excess Water Under Decal With 5.6 R 0 1 O 1 8
L0 e ERRYE Soft Cotton Cloth. B kie
6.When Decals Get Dry Then Complete. ISHERERBSR
\ Be Careful Open Hole
53 ] CE
Color list: Rl
Brand Gunze Sangyo
Humbrol Revell Lifecolor
Color Hobby Color| Mr.Color [Mr.Color Spray
German gray WER| H32 C40 J40 92 79 UAO73
Flat white =p A= H11 Cce2 J62 34 05 LCO1
Steel =& H18 C28 J28 53 91 LC76
Silver iR H8 C8 J8 1 20 LC74
Tire black BAAE| H77 | C33+C62 85 302 LC02
Wood brown AiR| H37 C43 169 FS12
Sandy yellow M=l H79 C39 J39 83 16 UA081
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